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Abstract 

Kenya has great potential for enhancing education for individuals with intellectual disabilities. The 

fact that it has recognized the need to care for learners with special needs is commendable. In 

comparison to many African countries, Kenya and Nigeria are ahead in developing programs for 

special education in institutions of higher learning, and in starting schools and units for special 

education. However, a legal mandate is still required as it would seal many loopholes that currently 

exist. Without it, the assessment of individual with intellectual disabilities cannot be administered 

correctly and professionally. In this article, the authors present a coherent account on various 

aspects related to learners with intellectual disabilities in Kenya. No doubt, the issues and 

challenges identified call for attention by not only the government of Kenya but also those 

interested in improving the status of learners with intellectual disabilities. 
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