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Abstract

This study investigated language attitudes of secondary school learners of Somali descent toward
Kiswahili and their patterns of language use in various domains in a multilingual context as
evidenced in Garissa Town. The target population was secondary school students in public and
private schools within Garissa town, Garissa County, Kenya. Field data was collected through
questionnaires. A total of 100 respondents were involved in this study. This sample was obtained
through simple random sampling technique. This study obtained quantitative data from
respondents’ responses to guided questionnaires in order to determine their attitude towards
Kiswahili. Data was analysed descriptively and by way of tables. The findings reveal that
secondary school students within Garissa town have a positive attitude toward Kiswahili. Somali
language is mainly spoken at home. English is mainly spoken at school while Kiswahili is used
for intercultural and interethnic communication.
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