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Abstract 

A well planned education system is expected to respond to the socio-economic needs as well as 

the political objectives of any country. Education contributes to poverty reduction by increasing 

the value of efficiency of the labour force and thus enhances economic growth. This economic 

growth is expected to translate into higher income lowering poverty levels. This is because the 

more educated an individual is; the more productive he is expected to be both in the labour 

market and the household. Therefore, more education provision can raise income levels in 

general and remove groups from absolute poverty. This paper examines the extent to which 

education in Kenya has been planned to foster economic growth and alleviate poverty. It also 

looks at the factors hindering the realization of this objective and finally offers recommendations 

on how education can be systematically planned to elevate society and social systems towards a 

better and more humane life.  
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